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WRITER’S MEMO 

 

• Writing Process 

For this essay my writing process was a little different from all my previous essays. I 

started off writing the first part of my essay, which was the origin of my belief. I begin 

writing my essay, and as more information would come across my mind on the issue of 

marijuana, I would take notes and add more information to my essay as the days 

progressed. 

• Strengths 

I think my strongest part of the essay is my experience. I was able to use exact situations 

that happened in my life, which allowed me to go back to discover self and help identify 

my past experiences and how they have shaped my opinion. Also, including my past 

experience, it allows my audience to resonate with my opinion on the subject of 

marijuana and the reader grows a greater appreciation.  

• Struggles 

I struggled with writing the second part of the essay. It became difficult for me to connect 

my thoughts with the justification as to why my audience would want to join in the fight 

to legalize marijuana. I also changed my topic very close to the deadline because I did not 

feel confident in my argument. Marijuana has been an ongoing debate within California, 

and I felt I needed more personal experience as well as more direct research with a 

medical professional to better understand the pros and cons of marijuana. 

• Revising and Peer Review  
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The peer reviews do not exactly help me in the way I would like. I can say that it helps 

me notice small errors like grammar because the other person is reading it aloud. 

• Overall Assessment  

I have learned that I work better under pressure. For the future, I have also realized that it 

is better for me to have my thesis already written out. Therefor if my thesis is written 

ahead of time, as time progress I can continue to add more ideas and structure them 

around my thesis instead of just jotting down information and being forced to categorize 

my thesis off the information I have. The thesis allows for organization of my paper so 

then my paper can have a flow when the audience reads my essay.  
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	   Norman Miller once stated that, "One's condition on marijuana is always existential. 

One can feel the importance of each moment and how it is changing one. One feels one's 

being, one becomes aware of the enormous apparatus of nothingness -- the hum of a hi-fi set, 

the emptiness of a pointless interruption, one becomes aware of the war between each of us, 

how the nothingness in each of us seeks to attack the being of others, how our being in turn is 

attacked by the nothingness in others". This quote is a powerful quote that embodies self-

belief. Since the 1970’s there has been an ongoing debate of whether marijuana should be 

legalized. For many years liberals and conservatives have fought back and forth in regards to 

the legalization of marijuana and the possible legal actions if the drug was to become 

legalized. Drug	  abuse	  continues	  to	  be	  a	  serious	  social	  problem	  within	  America,	  

especially	  amongst	  young	  adults.	  The	  lives	  of	  hundreds	  of	  thousands	  of	  people	  are	  

blighted	  by	  their	  dependence	  on	  drugs.	  Although,	  many	  communities	  remain	  unsafe	  

because	  of	  drug-‐related	  street	  crime,	  and	  the	  immense	  profits	  made	  in	  the	  illicit	  drug	  

traffic	  help	  support	  the	  power	  and	  influence	  of	  organized	  crime,	  still	  many believe that 

the positives of legalizing marijuana will outweigh the negatives.  For conservatives, many 

express the mutual feeling that if marijuana is legalized it will become highly abused and 

sustainable in becoming a gateway drug into other harmful drugs like heroin and LSD. 

Today’s generation of experimental technology smart rebellious teenagers now have the urge 

to try marijuana. The media can have a strong effect on American culture. Media	  has	  the	  

power	  to	  influence	  and	  shape	  public	  opinion	  based	  on	  its	  prominent	  controllers.	  

Schools have discovered that many teenagers in high school and in college have already 
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experimented with marijuana. Because marijuana is glorified in the media through different 

Hip hop outlets, it has also become one of the biggest trends amongst teens. As a society, 

already suffering from accrued economical debt, if marijuana was to become legalized it 

would benefit society economically as well as with the future of our populations’ medical 

health.  

Like an abundance of the population, I would consider myself a very big fan of Hip 

Hop. Adults often argue that Hip Hop is not what it used to be about twenty years ago, as it 

has altered from upbeat tunes that uplifted the community to raps that possibly encouraged 

drug use and gang violence. Many of my friends have experimented with marijuana. In 

twelfth grade there was a music video produced at my school for two very mainstream 

rappers. The video was called “Inhale High School”, which showed the glorification of 

marijuana in schools. Because of the ramification of the lyrics ostracizing drug use, it would 

seem as though my high school would not allow for the video to be produced on campus. 

The song that accompanied the video had the lyrics of “So what we get drunk, so what we 

get high, we’re just having fun, and we don’t care who sees”. This is an example of a clear 

representation of how marijuana is seen as meniscal within society and continues to be 

glorified amongst our younger generations. Now, because of the popularity of the song 

‘stoners’ now have a theme song that they can listen to while getting high and continue to 

think that the action of smoking marijuana as an adolescent is acceptable. 

In today’s time marijuana is highly glorified in the media and music scene, which 

makes teens want to experiment. I think people should have their own choice of whether they 

want to smoke or not. In my twelfth grade economics class we did a project on how the 

economy could be stimulated in a rapid way. My group was given marijuana and we had to 
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decide if marijuana was legalized how would it hurt or help the economy. My group found 

that if marijuana was legalized it was stimulate the economy. Legalizing marijuana would 

bring a lot of money into the country and have many positive effects because the government 

would be able to tax the revenue of marijuana. Thinking back to this project just last year 

made me want to continue to explore those findings in greater detail.  

As a college freshman, I have heard about and have seen many of my friends and 

associates smoke marijuana. In High School was where I begin to notice that some of my 

friends were experimenting with the popular drug of choice, marijuana. Although marijuana 

is not illegal most of my friends found various ways to get the drug. One specific incident 

that I can remember is a couple of months ago when I was back in my hometown, when a 

couple of friends and I decided to go out for a movie. We chose to stop at a nearby seven-

eleven to get snacks before arriving at the theater. Coming out of the store one of my friends 

stopped to talk to this very strange looking man. She told us that she was ok and to go sit in 

the car and wait for her. The thought never crossed my mind that for the first time I would 

experience a drug exchange. My hopes were that she knew this grunge man, but never that 

this man would be a dealer. Well I was wrong, it turned out that it truly was a drug exchange. 

I did not have a problem with her smoking marijuana because I feel that it is her own 

personal choice, but I did feel that it was not right for her to be taking it from a stranger. Not 

only is one’s appearance a judgment of their character, but the fact that it was late at night 

and he was standing alone outside of a seven-eleven allowed for me to stereotype him. I 

believed the strange man was not authorized to distribute marijuana and that it is a higher 

chance that the marijuana my friend bought could have been laced with something. 
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During	  the	  Great	  Depression,	  there	  was	  a	  high	  demand	  for	  alcohol	  as	  an	  escape	  

route	  from	  the	  financial	  problems	  the	  public	  dealt	  with.	  The	  1920’s	  Prohibition	  era,	  

where	  the	  government	  put	  a	  national	  ban	  on	  the	  sale	  of	  alcohol,	  created	  an	  

environment	  in	  urban	  areas	  where	  vast	  criminal	  organizations	  began	  to	  grow	  and	  the	  

laws	  were	  disregarded.	  During	  that	  period,	  prohibitionist	  often	  advocated	  for	  strong	  

measures	  regarding	  the	  penalty	  for	  breaking	  prohibition	  laws.	  	  Many	  suggestions	  

included	  being	  exiled	  to	  concentration	  camps,	  jail,	  death,	  and	  even	  sometimes	  being	  

branded	  or	  tortured.	  	  Jimmy Carter, U.S President stated in a drug message to the congress 

in 1977, "Penalties against possession of a drug should not be more damaging to an 

individual than the use of the drug itself; and where they are, they should be changed. 

Nowhere is this clearer than in the laws against possession of marihuana in private for 

personal use... Therefore, I support legislation amending Federal law to eliminate all Federal 

criminal penalties for the possession of up to one ounce of marihuana." During the 

prohibition of alcohol, the Mafia was able to control the distribution of alcohol, as in today’s 

world where one’s local corner drug dealer or possible drug cartel are now in control and 

illegally profiting from the distribution of marijuana. If the black-market was able to be 

regulated, our economy could profit from the use of marijuana, which would also limit the 

use of crimes such as drug trafficking and help with the violence surrounding the possession 

of marijuana.  

 
I have always believed that one makes their own personal choices in life separate 

from public opinion and ridicule. Rather than to judge the decisions that people make, my 

mother has always taught me to learn from my mistakes. In the previous case with my friend, 
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I did not care that she was a smoker, my concern was for her to be aware of her actions and 

how they could possibly affect her. My mother was not a very strict parent; she had a reverse 

psychology way of raising my siblings and me. She liked for us to decide what we wanted to 

do upon ourselves and if we got into the wrong things we had to deal with the ramifications. 

It allowed for us to not only be responsible for our own actions, in taking ownership, but also 

be able to see the rewards or downfall of different decisions. Growing up this way made me 

much more receptive to many people I encountered. Because was high school was 

predominately Caucasian, I found it interesting that classifications such as race and social 

status did not affect the popularity of marijuana. I found that teenagers and young adults 

were often guilty of experimentation with the drug, in comparison to adults above the age of 

forty.  

The strongest argument in the issue of the legalization of marijuana is its medical use 

for treatment purposes for an abundance of diseases and health issues. Critics argue against 

this, in which they are believed to lead to similar addiction caused by other harmful drugs 

and because the harvesting methods have changed, the marijuana that is currently produced 

is now more potent. Many believe that if the drug is legalized, it will take the drug off the 

black-market; patients would be able to receive the drug, as well as give scientist the 

opportunity to study and test the drug further. In deciding upon policies regarding marijuana, 

I would like to propose the idea of taking not only public opinion but qualified physicians. 

Physicians are primarily responsible for treating different health problems, thus their vast 

opinion in the assessment of the drug and its effects should weigh heavily on the final 

decision in public policies.  
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Within the medical field, marijuana has been the result in many treatments, including 

asthma, cancer chemotherapy, and glaucoma. Physicians believe that it helps to open one’s 

lungs for asthma attack victims. Also during cancer pretreatments, resulting in the relief of 

anxiety based on the active ingredient THC in marijuana which helps to reduce the effect of 

vomiting and nausea. In dealing with glaucoma, it is said to help alleviate the pressure on 

one’s eyes. 

Tobacco is responsible for over a million deaths a year. As a consumer, 

advertisements are full of displays regarding the harmful effects of tobacco use, yet cigarettes 

are still being sold. The British lung foundation (Nov 2002), discovered that having three to 

four cannabis cigarettes a day is equivalent to the same amount of damage that tobacco 

produces in consumers. Both cause chronic bronchitis and the same degree of damage to 

bronchial mucosa.  
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