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Free	  the	  Tree:	  A	  Proposal	  To	  Legalize	  Marijuana	  

	   Society	  has	  recognized	  that	  the	  drug	  marijuana	  is	  here	  to	  stay.	  Although	  

heavy	  marijuana	  use	  may	  be	  harmful,	  marijuana	  use	  in	  general	  is	  not	  nearly	  as	  

harmful	  as	  some	  say.	  The	  long	  time	  criminalizing	  affect	  of	  the	  harmful	  and	  

medically	  useful	  plant	  has	  deprived	  our	  country	  of	  the	  good	  qualities	  of	  the	  drug.	  

This	  harmless	  drug	  has	  led	  to	  the	  oppression	  of	  many	  different	  races,	  social	  

injustices,	  and	  the	  institution	  of	  many	  depressing	  stereotypes.	  Because	  of	  the	  

recent	  increase	  in	  marijuana	  use	  in	  teens,	  a	  different	  approach	  on	  our	  drug	  

policies	  should	  be	  considered.	  “Marijuana,	  the	  green	  leafy	  plant	  that	  grows	  in	  any	  

climate,	  can	  be	  used	  for	  several	  different	  problems,	  and	  contains	  fibers	  that	  can	  be	  

used	  for	  rope,	  canvas,	  and	  paper”	  (Gerber	  1)	  is	  the	  source	  of	  almost	  all	  the	  drug	  

issues	  in	  America.	  Although	  the	  positives	  of	  this	  drug	  are	  very	  apparent,	  officials	  

still	  find	  a	  way	  to	  ignore	  them.	  In	  this	  paper	  I	  will	  explain	  why	  our	  country	  can	  

benefit	  from	  legalizing	  marijuana	  and	  propose	  a	  solution	  to	  the	  proper	  steps	  to	  do	  

so.	  

Description	  of	  the	  Problem	  

	   There	  is	  no	  denying	  that	  marijuana	  has	  become	  one	  of	  the	  largest	  issues	  in	  

America	  right	  next	  to	  the	  healthcare	  issues	  in	  America.	  “Roughly	  three	  quarters	  of	  

a	  million	  people	  are	  arrested	  for	  marijuana	  each	  year,	  the	  vast	  majority	  of	  them	  

for	  simple	  possession”(drugpolicy.org).	  The	  illegalization	  of	  marijuana	  has	  caused	  

more	  people	  to	  be	  put	  in	  jail	  for	  senseless	  acts,	  like	  possession.	  This	  causes	  our	  

jails	  in	  America	  to	  become	  filled	  with	  people	  who	  are	  not	  committing	  crimes	  
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worthy	  of	  jail	  time.	  Marijuana	  use	  is	  increasing	  in	  teens	  more	  than	  years	  before.	  

Because	  it	  is	  illegal	  teens	  that	  want	  the	  drug	  are	  required	  to	  go	  through	  black	  

market	  sales	  to	  get	  the	  drug.	  This	  can	  be	  very	  detrimental	  to	  the	  teenage	  

generation	  because	  they	  are	  not	  getting	  pure	  marijuana.	  Black	  market	  deals	  can	  

mean	  that	  the	  marijuana	  could	  possibly	  be	  laced	  with	  deadly	  substances.	  

	   The	  Substance	  Abuse	  and	  Mental	  Health	  Services	  Administration	  

(SAMHSA)	  surveys	  70,000	  people	  ages	  twelve	  and	  older	  throughout	  the	  country.	  

It	  is	  the	  nation’s	  most	  inclusive	  look	  at	  drug	  and	  alcohol	  use.	  It	  is	  reported	  that	  

marijuana	  is	  one	  of	  the	  most	  popular	  illicit	  drug	  to	  use.	  There	  are	  increasing	  

numbers	  of	  frequent	  marijuana	  users	  from	  ages	  twelve	  and	  up.	  In	  2009,	  security	  

arrested	  176	  young	  adults	  under	  the	  age	  of	  eighteen	  for	  entering	  California’s	  

border	  with	  marijuana.	  Arrests	  for	  marijuana	  possession	  has	  unjustifiably	  affected	  

Blacks	  and	  Hispanics	  and	  emphasized	  the	  impression	  that	  law	  enforcement	  is	  

biased	  and	  prejudice	  against	  minorities.	  About	  one	  in	  five	  inmates	  are	  in	  jail	  

because	  of	  small	  drug	  offenses.	  This	  requires	  the	  government	  to	  pay	  very	  large	  

amounts	  of	  money	  for	  housing	  of	  the	  inmates.	  It	  is	  roughly	  twenty	  five	  thousand	  a	  

year	  to	  house	  one	  prisoner.	  This	  means	  that	  it	  is	  costing	  the	  government	  much	  

more	  to	  keep	  marijuana	  illegal	  for	  recreational	  use	  than	  legalized.	  These	  are	  the	  

various	  types	  of	  problems	  that	  are	  caused	  by	  the	  illegalization	  of	  marijuana.	  

According	  to	  a	  study	  done	  by	  Denise	  Hallfors,	  Ph.	  D.,	  Senior	  Research	  Scientist,	  

there	  has	  been	  no	  change	  in	  marijuana-‐related	  attitudes	  between	  1995	  and	  1999.	  
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These	  recent	  findings	  have	  shown	  that	  the	  recent	  policy	  changes	  have	  had	  little	  to	  

no	  impact	  on	  marijuana-‐related	  behavior.	  	  

The	  prohibition	  of	  marijuana	  has	  failed	  to	  control	  the	  use	  and	  production	  of	  

marijuana.	  Marijuana	  is	  considered	  the	  largest	  cash	  crop	  in	  America.	  Some	  

officials	  think	  that	  the	  marijuana	  prohibition	  is	  successful,	  but	  this	  is	  not	  true	  

since	  there	  are	  no	  reports	  that	  show	  this.	  It	  has	  been	  reported	  that	  alcohol	  abuse	  

kills	  seventy-‐five	  thousand	  people	  each	  year,	  cigarettes	  kills	  a	  hundred	  thousand	  

each	  year,	  and	  marijuana	  kills	  zero.	  

Proposal	  of	  Solution	  

 Marijuana should be demolished from the criminal justice system and regulated 

in a way similar to alcohol and tobacco. Authorizing and regulating marijuana will 

bring the nation a great deal of capital. Legalizing marijuana will decrease the amount 

of money the government pays in housing criminals, and make room for people who 

have done more harsh crimes. Marijuana’s legalization will bring along more jobs and 

economic opportunities in the economy instead of the black market. Law enforcement 

will be able to focus better on public safety instead of minor marijuana possession 

charges, which will reduce court costs in the long run. Tax revenue will be on the rise 

for state and local governments. According to economist Jeffrey Miron legalizing drugs 

would save roughly forty-one billion per year in government expenditure on 

enforcement of prohibition. I think that marijuana should be treated equally to alcohol 

and cigarettes.  

 The Drug Policy Alliance also advocates marijuana legalization through a 
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regulated market. In 2010 DPA helped lead a historic campaign in support of 

Proposition 19, which legalized the possession of marijuana for personal use of adults 

21 and older, and allowed the state and local governments to regulate and tax 

commercial activities. In 2012, Colorado and Washington became the first stats to 

legalize and regulate marijuana just like alcohol.  I have pursued this topic to enact 

change on the state and federal level through legislative efforts and ballot initiatives. I 

would hope that the federal and state government reconsider their feeling on the helpful 

drug marijuana. For the 2014 election DPA is working closely with local and national 

allies to draft initiatives and raise funds. “We are engaged in building and 

unprecedented coalition that includes organized labor, civil rights groups, parents, and 

law enforcement” (drugpolicy.org). By sparking a national discussion about marijuana 

 DPA is also working to build support nationwide for ending prohibition by playing a 

key role in sparking and sustaining the national dialogue around marijuana legalization, 

and serving as a national thought leader for viable alternatives to failed prohibitionist 

policies.  DPA staff advises elected officials, regulators, and other advocates on 

available options and their implications for state and local governments. DPA is 

planning a very aggressive tactic to get officials to rethink their definition of the word 

marijuana. They want to engage the media to insure that they can publish accurate 

information about the issues of prohibition and the benefits of alternative measures. 

 Other than DPA there has been more movements to legalize marijuana lately. 

Some parts of California has already taken a step in the right direction legalizing 

marijuana for medicinal use, but now it is time to step up and take the next step. 

Justification 
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 This is all very simple. Legalizing marijuana will have positive long term 

affects on the country. With the illegalization of marijuana, the black market for this 

drug is growing like a wildfire. Over time we will be damaging our youth by not 

legalizing marijuana because they will be receiving marijuana that is not pure. 

Receiving marijuana from sketch black market deals can mean that it is laced with 

some other type of drug. This means that not only are our teens experimenting with 

marijuana they can be experimenting with other drugs, as scary as P.C.P. The harsh 

reality that our society has to accept is if people want that drug that is forbidden, they 

will exhaust all resources to get to that drug. “Most doctors would agree that’s its not 

very harmful used in moderation”(Caulkins 2). When the drug is abused there starts to 

be a problem, but this can occur with almost anything in life. Abusing alcohol, 

cigarettes, or food can lead to health problems. I guarantee that the government would 

not put a limit on how much cake a person eats. Marijuana is no more addictive that 

alcohol or tobacco, so if it is on the same playing field as both of them why is one 

illegal and the other two legal?  

 It is the right of every person to choose harms him or her. Marijuana is a 

victimless crime that only affects the user. If a person chooses to do drugs that is their 

own personal choose and the government should not regulate that. Some people may 

think that it is morally correct to ease their pain during the day or to calm their stress 

level with marijuana. 

 All illegal drug use can lead to heavy risks with the production, transportation, 

and sale of it. The higher the risk means the higher the price of the drug. People who 

don’t have the money for the drug usually commit senseless acts of crime to get the 
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money. Legalization would reduce the risk and reduce the price of the drug. 

  It is also know that there are many benefits of marijuana. The benefits of 

marijuana outweigh the bad in many cases. The main benefits of legalizing marijuana 

would be that it would put drug dealers out of business. Legalizing marijuana would 

create competition in the drug market therefore putting drug dealers and their 

tendencies to be very dangerous to rest. The FDA would be able to control the quality 

and safety of the drugs. This makes marijuana safer than it would ever be. This allows 

the government to have much more control over the drug market than they have today. 

The government could also benefit from the alternative uses for marijuana. For 

example, parts of the plant can be used for construction and thermal insulation 

materials, paper, geotextiles, dynamite, composites for cars, and insect repellant. “As 

far back as 1938, Popular Mechanics deemed it the new billion dollar crop, as over 

25,000 products can be made from it”(Caulkins 4). There is no reason that the drug 

marijuana should be illegal if scientists can only find one negative thing about it. 

Conclusion 

 Marijuana can easily be seen as a wonder drug. It has all the qualities of 

a substance that can be legal but with moderation. No one should limit the use 

of such a diverse product because some finds one use objectionable. I pose the 

question that if you enjoy something every once in a while, why should that be 

taken away? The fight to legalize marijuana will continue on until the next 

election. I ask that you rethink the negative ideas of marijuana that many people 

have, and think of it as a way to stimulate the economy. We are a country of 

free will and we should not be restricted on what we can use from our country. 
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The penalties against the possession of marijuana should not be more damaging 

to an individual than the actual drug itself. 
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